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Containing the mad merry prankes 
ſhee played in her liſe time not onely 


in performing ſundry Quarrels 


with diuers Ruffians about 
Lox pon: 


But alſo how Valiantly ſhe behaued 
ber ſelſe in the Warres of 
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_* © READERS. 
deten, to pleaſe your fan- 
WISE cafics, many men haue made 

T8 many Ds one 
of Robin-hovd, and Beuis of 
- South-hampton, and ſuch others, as ſerue 
to procure mirth, and driue away melan- 
choly. Now at laſt, becauſe amongſt the 
three Doctors of health, Doctor Merry- 
man is not the leaſt, and that longer liues a 
man of pleaſant diſpoſition, than a fad Sa- 
turniſt; when I was idle, l bethought me of 
1 of Veſtminſter, and her merry 
pranks, as pleaſant as the merrieſt leſt that 
euer paſt the Preſſe; a woman ſhe was of 
late memory, and well beloued, ſpoken on 
of all, and knovvne of many; therefore there 
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To the Reader. 
is hope af the better acceptance. Gentle- 
men, Auguſtus would reade ouer Riddls, 
when he had toſſed over Tirgili Heroicks, 
and C:cero gyould oft Delirate after his 
weighty affaires ; ſo I hope you will vie Long 
Meg as a whetſtene to mirth after your ſe- 
rions buſineſſe: and if ſhee haue any groſſe 
faults, beare with them the more patiently, 
for that ſhe was a womanzand pre. 
ſuming thus farreon her 
behalſe, I bid you 
farewell. 


The 
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Cb rend where lit Sb bone, 


Te Fiſt Chapeer 
how ſhe came vp to London, and how Hebest the 


The frond the © = 4 
: con „ at 
Weſtminſter, and e 

The third 2 yes ee po the Vicare, 


of Weſtminſter,that was a morrow Maſſe prieſt,and how 


the made him pay his ſcore, | 
The fourth containeth, a merry «kirmiſh chat was bes 


-twoete her and dir Tames of Caſtile 4 Spaniſh Knight, and 
' what was the end ot their combat. 


The fifth containeth, the cotirtęſie ſhee vſed toward: | 


Souldiets, and other men that carried good minds: 
The fixth containeth, how ſhe ved rhe Bailiffe of Weſt- 


minſter that came into her Miſtreſſe houſe, and arreſted 


one ofher friends. 
The ſeuenth containeth, how ſhee vied Woolner tbe 


ſingi 
how ſhe made him pay for his Break faſt. 
Tlkhe eighth containeth a wry f jeſt, how he met a No- 


ble man, and how ſhe vied both him and the Watch. 
The ninth containeth, how Meg went a Shrouing, and 


how as ſhe came home he fought with the Thoeues at 
©. lames corner, and helpt Father "Willi the Carrier to his 


hundreth markes againe. 
| * The 


man of Windſor, that was the great eater, and 


| 


Therwelfth containeth her combat ſhee had with a 
Frenchmanbefore the walls of RO and what was 
the iſſue of the combat. 

Ihe thirteenth containeth her comming into England, 
and how ſhe was married, and how ſhe behaued herſelfe 


to her Husband. 
— 8 jeſt how ſhe vſed 


” The foureteenth containeth a 
the Miller of Epping in 
The fifteenth of the mad ak he plaid with a wa- 
terman of Lambeth. 
The fixtcenth how ſhee kept a houſe at Iſlington, and 
what lawes ſhe had there to be obſtrued. 
The ſeuenteenth how ſhe vicd James Dickins, that was 
called huffing Dicke. 
The eighteenth how ſhee was ſicke, and viſited by n 
— who wa ke for bu pure her 1 what abſolution ſhe 
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1  Cuar. L 
Containathrwhere ſhe wasboune, how fhe chme vp to Lon- 
| don, and how ſhe bete de Carrier. 


be rg pet fozſoth the hav deterwitned, \\aTo' W 
W NN Der ILA 
bour ot hers, calles Father — — — 

tier oz ſoure Laſſes moꝛe, eirefwifc came n 
— —— Men, takt their teane dt then 


friends, mg lang'fra- 
inte got within he gh of = on, which — 


2 Thelife and pranks of 


hearts greatly, Bui oben they dzew ndgh,her fellow partners, 
wared (av ; Meg efpp ing, cheared them vp thus: M bat 
L.afes in a dumps, — weſo nigh London ; cheare vp pour 
bearts; though we be come from our frtends, thee ive we 
baue god , that wil allow vs god wages: here at 
London may woe wime gold an weare gol»; and there are 
not ſo maun — befoze vs, bat we may finde hnsbaiws 
as wellas the fo ms bꝛoken ffuffe the Carrier bzings, 
ard ib it were. that the epe ſers not, the heart rues 
not; let vs doe ans we e well. Tuſh Meg, quoth 
one of her fellowes il is not that gefdues me; but rather Willis 
the Carrier pou know is a hard man, uud he acketh moꝛe than 
wer haue in our purſes, fo2 letting vs ride a little on bis packs 
kaddles. It that be afl, quoth Meg, feare not, Jle fpeake the 
Carrier ſo faire, and if woꝛds will nat pꝛeuatle, Jie ſa rfb-roaft 
bim with a cudgell as he hall wifh he had neuer beene Cole⸗ 
carrier fo ſuch ſhzewy wenches. This ſomewhat cheared 
chem; arvouen:;. as they were iu this talke, Father Willis o⸗ 
nertoke them, ad ling they ierebepory aao ready to 
PTT 
riding; W von dau of vg, Parry quoth 
Father Wilks, ten Bains pere, hat what - anſwe⸗ 
red-the, pou are a merry man, ten ſhfllingg a pete, tis moze 
thay we baue in aut purſes : no Father Willis, you are our 
Conuutrep · umu and our ueighbour, and us are nie wenches, 
in terre frogrour friends, pon ſhall haue a gallon of Mine, 
and tt auer we come to keepe houſes of out owne here in K on. 
Neulche fe: amends; — to make vp the bar⸗ 
pon hall haue of eneryoneof vs a kifſe fog. favour, 
. ; ſtezm d, am Meg ſmilde,, which made him 
en that he ſwoze Hcbey would not pay him bis monep, he 
would cd geil ten ſitllmgs out of their bones; 

.- Parry content, quoth dicg, and ther ip with her fame ard 
ben d enger, ſo be winged the Cart 
ese that po »YE lis defired: her dz 9 
0 Nat Jbaſt: knauves; quoth fhee,. bn. 


eſſe 
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Long Meg of Weſtminſter, 


teſſe conditions, and that is this. Gat ret 
eee 


after in London; and that tbou ſ weare, not fo depart out of 
this Towne till thon hatt placed vs all th with es: 
other wiſe, as J am a true Lancaſhire Laſfe, 4 ſo bum: 
batte thee, as all Carriers mall take oranpies by foz diſ⸗ 
pleaſing a Countrey wench, 

The Carrier hauing keit the weight of her 3 thonghf 
better to giue the Angells, than to haue fo many lambaſts as 
ſhe would beſfow vpon him; ard therefoze not onety out with 
his Pouch, and gaze them the copne, but ſwoze hot to depart 
befoze he had ſcene them TT | 


Containing how he placed her in Weſtminſter, and what ſhee 
did ather placing. 


Fter the Carrier bad tot vp Ws pore, ard dil patcht 
his lading, hee rememhzed his Dath, and —.— 
bethonght him how he might place thefe der Patves: 
with that her called to minve that the 9p at the 
Eagle in Weffminffcy, had ſpoken diners times fo bim fo; 

à ſeruant, he with his Carriage paſted ouer the fields to her 
houſe, where he fomtd her ſitting and dzinking with a Spaniſh 
A night called Str lames of Caſtile, Doto2 Skelron and Will 
Sommers; told her how hee had bzonght vp fo L eon Me 
Lancaſhire Laſfes, and ſæ ing ſhe was off veffrous to hame a 
— now ſhe would take her chopce which ol them ſhe would 

aut 

Marry quoth ſhee (being a very merry ard a pleaſant wo- a 
man) Carrier thou commeſt in god time, fo2 not enelp x 
want a aid, but hrere bee hae Gentlemen that dba glue 
me their opinions, which of ſhem J ſhall haue. With that the 
Matds were bidden come in, and ſhe inkreated them fo gtne 


thetr verdict... freight as lone as they ſaw Long Meg, fhey 
25 2 began 


— — ee 


4 The lite and pranłs of 
to mils and Deco Skelton in his mad. bene, 
AN 


Domine, Domine, vnde hoc ? 
Wat is ſhe in tho gray caſſock? 
Me thinkes the is of a large length, 
Of tall pitch, and a good ſtrength, 
- Wathitrneg armes and ſtiffe bones 
This is a wench for the nones. 
Her lookes are bony and blithe, 
Sha ſeemes neither lither nor Uthe, 
But young of age, | 
And of a merry viſage, : 
Neither beaſtly nor Bow ſie, 
wn; 4 1 1 
But faire fac d, and ola ize. 
Therefore Hoſteſſe, it De 
Once be ruled by me, 
Take this wench to thee, 
For this is plaine, - 
Sheel doe more wor than theſe ewaine; 
I toll thee Hoſteſſe, I doe not mocke, 
Take her in the gray caſſocke. 


bat is your opinion, quoth the HoffeCe fo Stir Iames of 
Caſtile? Q ueſtton with her,quoth he, what ſhe can do, xnd then 
Ile-giue-pou mins opinion: and pet ſirſt Þofteffe, agke Wi ill 
Sommers opinion. W ill ſmfled, and ſwoze that his Þofteſſe 
Hould not haue her, but K ing Harry ſhouto buy ber. Mhy ſo 
Will, guoth Doctoꝛ Skelton? Wecaufe (quoth Will Sommers) 
chat ſhe ſhall be kept fo; bꝛeed:toꝛ tf the ing would marry her 
to long Sanders of the Court, they would hzing fozth none but 
ſauldiers. Nell, the Hoſteſs demanded what her name was⸗ 
Margaret fozfeth; quoth ſhe. And what wozke can pon doe: 
Falthlittle pitrefe (quoththe) but handy labour, as to waſh 


uR wing, to make cleane a houſe, to bzew, bake, oz anv ſuch 
| | dzudgery: 


4. 


"of 


Long Meg of Weſtminſter. 5 
dzndgery : foz my nedle, to that 3 dans beene lifffle vſed to. 
Thou art, quoth the Hoffefſe, a gas luſty wencb, arm fherefoze 
I like thee the better: J haue bere a great charge, foz J kepe 
x victuailing houſe, and diners time thers comes mu fwaggering 
fellowes, that when ſhep haue eate awd dzanke, Wfll not pay 
what they call fo2 ; yet it thou take the charge al my dzinke, 
mult be anſwered out of pour wages.Confent iffrege 
He, ko) while x ſerac voy, if any Kale Cutter comes in, and 
thinkes fo pay the ſhot tofth OREN gogs wounds; det 
me alene, Ile not onely (tt his clothes be wozth it) make him 
pay ere hee paſſe, but lend him as many bats as hia crag wilt 
earry, and fhen thꝛow him ont of daes. A this they all finiled, . 

Nay PÞfffrefe, quoth the Carrter, tis true, to mp paze pflch 

here is able with a patre ofblew ſhoulders to ſweare as much; 
and with that he fold them how the had bird him at hex, com. 
wing fo London. J cannot thinke,quoth ir James of Caſtile, 

e that tHe is ſo ffrong, Cry her, quotꝭ Skelton, fog I haut heard 
chat Spaniards are of wonderfull fkrength, 2 | 
experience, avs 


ir lames in a bʒauery would nods make | 
fherefoze agkt the aide, ffſhe vurſ# change & box on the care 
with hin : A fr, quoth the, that A dure, if my Ptlkreffe well 
gue me leaue. pes Mee,quoth the,voe thy beff. And with that 
| was a queſtton who ſhould ſt nd firff, Garry that 1 woll 
F fr, quoth the ; and ſo ffod to abde Sir lames his blow ; who 
* g fo2cing himfetfe with all dis might, gaue her ſuch a bor, 
te tould fcarcelpffard, pet ſhee ſtirred no than a pol 
Then Sir lames he ffov,am ſhe Boſteſſe willed her, not 
her frrength. No, quoth Stelton, sri tf the fell him dane, J 
e her a patre of new hole and ſhone* Piſtkreſſe, quoth Meg, 
ard with that ſhe froke vp ber ſlerue / here is a faule . ar 
ſt hath paſt much vꝛudgerp, but truſt me J thinke if will giue 
a god blow : end with that che raught at him ſd ffrongly, that 
downe fell fr Iames at her feet. By my faith quoth ill Som- 
mers,the ſtrikes a blow like an O xe, ſoʒ ſhe hath troke down 
an Alke. At thts they alllaucht. Sir lames was aſhamed, and- 
Meg was cutertatned into ſcruice. 
| B. mer 
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Vol. 


a T 1 ole the ices ofdus Chand * 
fung Malle; and how ſhe made him pay hisfcore. 


6 | that not long after thes was placed, but her 


tferefe linen paſſing well ot her; and Mcg pzonrd fo 
god a Wench, that ſhe was cal's of enerp body Long Meg 
of Meitminſtex: — eb, hes was in 
e 
one - 
lubber, rar oa euch of ths 
thought fo buckle with her, am to giue her the ouerthzow, 


— — x moꝛning after Malle, he 
ee oe tl ecms awd atofe, aud ener hg 
came fo a Crowne oz a Nodle; a 


ſet it 
theme e One 


mozning amonglt the reſt, he came 


Mee, tuſt fine thfllings art i$24 pen. (filings 
pence, quoth he; why 1 — my J owe 


bat a. cozeningqueane haue pou got here Hoktexe, 

ey mireckons mee at one time but two ſhfllings and two 

pence the map well be cald Long Meg of Meſtmintter. 

1 bane referred all fo my Pad, quoth the Hottetre, and F 
Hee would vale wen with you than with all th 

: but howſoer:cr, ſhift it betinerne pou two. 

foule fil fake me Piſtrete.quoth Meg, if J miſreckon 

6 ddr Towne one penny /; - ad therefoze A icar J tell thee, 

'oze thou goe out of theſe d@zes, Ale maks thee pap euerp far · 

* a 


e fhfllings amd. a penny, ud no moze ſhalt thou buns 


u. 
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Long Meg of Weſtminſter. 7 
; von fonle rake-tham'v-whoze, quoth be, ir thou yateſt 
fo mee, Ile lay thee at my foote, there goes the game, 
guot Meg, we ll to it fo; « ptacke v3 two, Ile gfve the Ufcar 
the firff hardfell ; and with that ſhe reach'd the Uſcar a box on 
the exre, that be rect» ag ns The Ufcar fo her,and to- 

22 by the earss ; where betwerne was many 
—_ e clouts were 
— hos > ras [Lo 4— of the I 

ſhanen, e no banfage, but at 
pumme him fo, abe e — 
Meg (as luſty as thee was at the firft) 
doth the eares, ard hotding dis head to 
murh he ought her £ Parry quot he,th * 1 n 
4 , muff I knocke out ot p 2 
pete, tbo thillings and fwoperce "ad fo offeutimes will 
Jung pour head accainft the wall: aw with that wer began 
fo ing afaire plane ſong bet ine the ppt m paſter Utcars 
pate. But hee in his fripte voice tried out, Ffue Hllings ard 
ice tacks wot let him per a5 Fer de un Veet the ne 
goe the 

which he dw: ns ton his Jelk wel decten dee fo his chamber, 


CHAP. IV. 


Contain the merry Yeſrmiſh that wasbetweene W 
= our e nod wh was the — 


de bees 1 great Strfer to Meg Sitkrem , fa 
ed ir Famer of Caſtile, fo wenne hexloue ; but her 
hm was ſet on Doro; Skelton ; i. that Hi 
lames could get no fatqur, Uiheres 
. — 

e 
che head a grem deligdt to- bee: pleaftmt ) made amatch, de- 
none bet and Long Hcg, that De would yr” 


ww 


$ be liſe and pranks of 


flemams apparell, awd 8 goe and 
miert ir lames in Saint Georges fleld fl he beat him, ſbe ſhouts 
tog her labour haue eneio Peiticote.Lot me alone,quoth Mcg, 
the deuill fake me ff J lofe a petticote. And with that her i 


rA white Sattin, that was one ofthe 
Guards that lap af her houſe. 


whinyard by brr ide, oo, da ny erbe oedhes 
ard and a 

leids to meet Str Iames. * aftor came — 
end found his ptftrts very melanchol Ao joy hane faces 
that arc fit foz all fancies. What alle pou ſweet heart, quoth 
he, tell me⸗ heth any man w2onged pen e =e ihe bath, be be the 


pꝛoudeſt c mn London, Ale him by the cares, 


| each bim fo know, tic lames of Caſtile can chaltife whom he 


uk. Now;qooth ſhe) ſhall x knowiſpou lous mea ſquaring 
Jong Knane in 4 wbite Satin doublst, hath this day mn 
fronfly mifirfed me in wozns, am J baue no-bopp to renenge 
it: e and had the pꝛoudaſt 
champton I had come into aint G gee flelos, and uit my 
wꝛong CET : now Dir lames if engy you lonsd mee, 
— N I ee n J to 


Lat my 

Hurry en and foz that pou map te how 
I will vie the knaue, goe with me, you and $affer Doctoz 
Skelton,and be eye witneſſes bf mp manhod. 

To agred, and all went inte int Georges 
Arlvs, where Long Mag was walkin by the windmills. > 
onder qudtih de) walkes the villain To abuſed me, Follow 
me Hoſteſſe, quoth Str Iames,Jlegoe to him. As fone as he 
dzew nigh, Meg began ta ſettle hcrſells, and ſo did Str James: 
—— Meg pat G asfd0agh the would haue gone by. Nny ſixrah, 
> qneth fames, pou and 4 part not fo, we muſt hane a 
— cre we paſſe, foz 3 am this Gentlewomans Champion, 
m® flafly foz her ſake will haue pou bp ſhe earea Meg replied 
riot © med: but only out with her ſwozd, ano to it thep went. at 
the firff bout Meg hit bim on the hum, and hurt bim a little, 
birt endangered him diuers times, and made him giue 2 


- 
% 1 * 
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Long Meg miner: 9.4 


following ſo hotly, chat h » ir lame: weapon out of 
blahand; then when (d@+(alw! dif „ fb Sept within 
bim, and dzawing her Pouyar® iNivozs.s 
— bin. Ob tag mee it , 

buf fog « Womans matter, Ii 
— ty Knights, quoth Mcg, & 
ſelfe harte, bee ſhould not ſave thy l, 
” Whatloever (6 gs 5 
, that this night ſdan wait on We 
br ite er a — . 

p better at weapon in a 

(anoth bes 4 aa trac BACRE. th this Hey 
departed, aſd fir Iames with 2 
1. that hisadderſary was the RE mas 


Well, Sopper was pzobided, and ir Thomas Mode muy di 
vers 8her Gentlemen binden thither by Skclrons moanes , ts 
make op the Aa : which when ar — 

god face on ſhe matter, ſhought to 
and (yerelfa20 befogthand told ür Thomas Moore has 
kalen him, hew entring ia a gquerreilof his hoſtefle ,. hee fought 
with a deſperats Gentleman of (ho Cut t. who bad fofledhim, 
and given him in charge to wait on bis frencher fyat night. Sic 


Thomas Moore anſwered tt that it was ns diſhonour 
fo bi foyled by a Gentleman, ſh Colac james was beaten 
backs by fyetr balour. 


As thus thep were diſcanting of the balour of Englihmen, 
in der mans attire : even as he entred 
in at the deze, This, Sir Thomas Moere (quoly Sir lames)is 
that Engliſh Gentieman, whoſe pz0wells 1 commend, | 
aud to whom in all balsur J account wy ſelfe ſo if eri ur. And 
Sir,quoth ſh&,pulling off her Hat, aud her haire falling about 
ber garcs, bee that lo bart him to bay, is none but Long 
Meg of Weltminſter,and ( pou are all welcome. At this ail the 
company fell ina great laughing, and Sir lIames was amazed, 
that a woman „ en, 


in cams Meg marching 


der 6vnoaccozd, let befoze him Bead and Bete: and tf the 


Ape 


10 The life and ptankes of 


ceſt was fafne to laugh at the matter, mas al fhaf ſupper time t 
wait on her trencher, we dan aue ob her Pilkris, chat Gee 
might be matter of the feat Where with a goed laughter thty 


made good checte, t playing the pzoper Page, and 
Meg fitting inher @alaſty. Thus was wir james dilgtabsd fo} 


bis lone, and Meg wunted fo; a pzoper wowan, 
i Phe fifth Chapter. 1 
—— lie ſhee uſed towards Souldie rg bad other 

men good minds. 7 f 


4 


3 ore related ts the heuſe where 5 re- 


t, aliſozts of people, and the mate; to ſ« 
ber, inſomuch that ſee was famonaſed Mongſt all 
:- eſtates, both rich and pwie, bot chief of them 
which wanted az were in diffrefle , foz wiatſeever M. get 
ef the rich (as her gettings were great) ſb beffowed 
— Jotons med : there was no pas;enefghbour 
nigh, mn ib would net reigue : and if ſh had 
{ans "ons came in, that looked line u man, and was in di⸗ 
reise, it bi called taz a pot of Bite, and had ns moze money 
ta his parſe than would pay foz his pot, ſh& would ſtraight vt 


* 


on ſayd h wantsd money , eate-knane (quoth He) fo; they 
mul cate that are hungry, and they muſt pay that haue mo- 
nep : And toben be had dene, che would glue him pence in his 
purſe , and ſo let him goe: foz this canſe was the generally lo: 
ned of all good es about the City. On a day there came 
te the houſe, that was in great diffrefſe, am⸗ 
attired, and wozſe maimed, andiitting him downe, cal* 
02 a pot of Beere, and with that fetcht a great ſigh. Bow 
now man queth Meg ? what cheore e faint not, after a deare 
yPeerscomes« cheape, an ounce of care papes not a dzamme of 
debt bee merry and fall to ſome ſervice,fe; ſuch idle Naves as 


thondre, att worthes of the Common-wealth, that _—_ 


* 


1 May © 
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Long Megof Weſtminſter. It 


ether delight but tolibe of che (weat of ober mene b;owesg, 
eu art big enough, my God hab done his part in et, a mau 
p28per enough, un now fag to lino in this diſtreſſe 7 if J were a 
ma, by Coches bones 3 would raſhes with wv ſweꝛd teare 
money ou! of che peaſants ſhzoats , than line tn this want: but 
ſie the laviſh and baſe humozs of Cowards, cat to; feare (6b 
in miſerp. | | 
Oh Meg (quothhe) you map (ap what pen pleaſe, becauſe 
pou are a woman , but divers in che City habe knowae mee, 
and («ne the day when J lided like a man; nt falling inte er. 
treame fcknefſe, ſo loft my ſex nice, ano now being recove. 
red of mp health, becauſe Jam yoze, J cannot get ontertaine- 
ment: mot to picke a pocket , to flich any thing ant of a 


houſe, oz (a Teate a Werte from the hedge , a to rob any paze 
Pan, en, oz childzen as they trabell, J holy ge 
ſcozne, had rather ba famicht, wan incurre ſuch baſe 
diſcred(&, Parry, now fhat diſtrese wings a, though ZI 


habe bene true all my life, pet if Y had agod (wezd, anda 
ged Yozſe/, perhaps J Gould ba (s bold as talks with a 
purſe. T hes (quoſh Meg) truſt me J thinks fhou dard net 
looke ona ©wo;d : If den dart, Wilt earnea bzace of An 
gels? J will lend de a ed and Bachler, gos ſdy wapes 
info Tuttle fieldes, and walke there , and when won (ee x 
Servingman,a tall knabe, with a blow Coat, and 8 white ſat- 
tin doublet to paſe by, pick (ome guarrel with bia, n woll be. 
ſwinge him, m J will befide, gine th anew ſait of apparell, 
At is a match quoth the fellow , and after hee had dzunke his 
pot of, (he gabe him his tales av ſent him packing, md 
ſcraight fipt on a donblet and 8 paire of hoſs , and her blew 
coate, foke a ed and Buckler, madowne to Parifament 
ftaires, chere tooke Boat as fbhough the had erof® the water 
from Lambcfh to che Fields. She wag no ſoner on law , a= 
walking towards Chelſey , but the fellow ſpied der, ano crof# 
the wap, ans began to gibe ſome troſſe language, Whereupon 
tageſher ſbey went by (he cares : Meg loath to huet, was als 
ma prit to her ſhifts, fog hee ww; a marvelovs * 
7 I 
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aud one that fearvd nat his flefb, layd on fich a load, that Meg 
was faine to bid him ſtay his hand, and to diſcover her ſelſe whe 
khe was, Then home they went together, mo tr aight ſhegave 
vun a faire ſait of apparell,a god [002d aw money in his purſe, 
and bad him be u tri man, aud get him aſervice, and whon that 
money was ſpent,come to her fe: moe. 


The fixth Chapter. 


Containing how thc wed the Bally of Weſtminſter That cine 
| into her Mi ſtreſſes houſe, and arreſted one of her friends. 


Ar time it ſo fell out that a Gentlemen whom Meg 
much fabonred foz his courteons and honeſt conviet- 
ons, was fitting dzinking in the houſe , being a man 
that was greatly indodfed ; and his credifsg having 
intelligence where be was, went to the Bayly and deffred him 
to arteſt him, but when hee fold the Batly where be was, ha 
tas verp loath, vet foz that ha pzomiſed him fo2ty thiliings, 
Des undertwke the matter, andaway be went with his pzo - 
ceffe : And comming into the place where be ſate,cal'd fog a pot 
of Bere, after be had itten a littls, be ſept tothe Gentleman 
ans arcefted him, e deftred ſhe toſt of the company in ſhe Rings 
name toſee the peaes kept: 
The Gentleman at this lokt as pale as;afthes, and Mcegge 
zomning in, askt what's the matter © Oh Meg (quoth be) and 
tetcht agreat gh, JawearreSed and alas ut tet ly undone: faz 
if 3 go to pʒziſon, A ſhall habe ſo any attions tlapt en my bach, 
as I Sallneder be able fo come ont. Arreffed (qd Meg) what in 
our hene e Why Paſter Bally is this a netgbbourly part, to 
Some into our houſe and artet oor guet: Mell, tis done any 
pat, ans therefaze play the gad felloto, take an angel quoth 
e an les him nat ,hero be none that be blables, hold ſhy hand 
dere s the money man, Jie pay it fox the Gentiman my ſelle. 
Ns quoth the Bayly, I cannot dos it, foz the Credito2 ans 
atze dazt · Bid him come in quoth eg, and we will ſeg if wit 
| , Kd 


Long Meg of Weſtminſler, 13 
em fake up fbe matter. Do the Cteditoꝛ came in, but wag 
found bery obſtinate. Whercupen Meg made no maze adoe, but 
rapt him on the pate with a quark pot, and bad him get him out 
of dozes,foz knave quothche, bs tan but go ts pʒiſon, and that ia 
tha wo; tt, and there ve ſhall nat lis long, if all the friends 7 have 
will ferve ts fetch him out. | 

Che man went away with a god knocke, and then the Baily 
would have bin gone with bis pzUoaner» Nay quoth Meg, Ile 
fetcha freſh pct to dzinke with mp friend, e then fare pou well: 
p3eſentip.the cams into the Parlour agains. and bzings A great 
Rope in her hand, and knitting her bzowes: dt knade quofy the, 
Als learne the whileſt thon lidelk toarteſt a man in our houſe. 
Bp gogs blond pon billaine, Ile make you a ſpectacis ia all (ach 
Catchpoules; and with that ſhi fell upon him, u wich the 
helpe of other Papd, tyed the Rope faſt about his middle: 
then quetd che to the Gentleman, away ut, Hiſt ſoz your ſelfe, 
take na tate, Ale pay the Baily bis as befoze he and J part. A⸗ 
wa p ſlipt the Gentleman, as glad as a nan might be. Then ſhe 
d2agged the Bally into a backſids whers was a great Pond, oup 
ſetting hiu to one ds, the went ta the other, and bade the Ba 
ty either wade thozow ſhe Pond, oz elle ſhe would dzaggs him 
thozow. Wherenpon the pooze Batily wag faine up to the chin 
to go thezow the water, um when he was on the ono dde, the ran 
on the other, till He made him goe fhazow'fing 83 ũ times: fhen 
afſone as be was come ont. Now Paſidr Baile (quoth Go) Ile 
pap you pour F@xs,and lo up with a holly Cudgeliland did ribs 
oat him, that he lap foz altnoſfdead : when ſhe had done, ſh& 
ba de him be ware and alwaies know, that thetr honſe das a ans 
&uary fo; any Gentleman, and not a place ſoz Bailies aw 
Catchpoules. 

The paꝛe Baply went thence well beaten ec with his monds 
in his hands: f ſhe loag ſo genecally well beloved, that nons 


t nend with her. 
2 m 
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The ſeacath Chapter. 


Containing how ſhee uſad Woelner the fingirlg man of Wind- 
ſor,that was the great cater, and how ſhe made him pay for 


bisbreakefaſt. 
Company of g aſant Gentlemen, that fhonght to ber 
| , went aud got one Woolner, 
A ei V Vindſor , tyat was a gt tat trencher 
wW-Would eate moze at once bende 7 fix 
4 pzivp to their conceit , n d being a 
, was as willmg 8s ſhe ref, ſo ſdey a. 
greed, $6 Shen tbe meat Kod on the bond rea 
fo tom te dinner, W ooler (ould as ks whet be 
denke his faff, ta that his buſtnelſe was great, nne 
notcarcy till ofyers came tn : ſo he teſolded and west 
Donis where Megge dwelt : The Gentlemen befozk were 
Tas in , any in arome hard by, wers ſet at bzeakefalt | ies 
ding when Woelner fyouldcome in : gt lat cums in Wook- 
'ex witha great Gatte in his dam, as (ongh de had berue a (res 


U 
= — — — 


there is 
fag s, 


- 
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wer PonQalthads itquoth Woolner, with that be 

FM mt ders. Bic him dzinko, having bafinefſe oper 
ene. ces not tohiwglnoft in an howersſpace : In which 
d Woelner hab raten up all the meat;as mucd eg would habe 
ſotved ten men; with that taking-his Kacke m his hans, cum 
aut mn called fo; his hoffeſſe: I thanke pon gquoth he, here is fy 


——— er EY mas going in to ſee whathee 
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„Fed eaten, foundnothing ot all her meate but the bart bones, 
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and cleane Platters : with that Gee whipt out againe, and as 
AS going ont of dov2®, teoke him by the cloake and puly 


cew 
hack Friend quoth ſhe,you ſhould dee ſicke by pour ftg- 
e, needyonnota little 


itz ? Sitra thou hatt eg» 
ten up all the meate. A that quoth hee, and if J haus 


pocketted up any crumme but tomy bellie, Ile gfe thee ten 
poundfoz it. And (hall F hane . et fo2 all quoth Chee, 
ten men? No quoth 


— ſo much as would have 
VV not a far thing moꝛe of ue, fy J agreed with thee foz 
ſom nd ſo much thon halt, and thou hot not haue. 


ſhe fit Kill, and ſie how honeElp J will deale with 


Then g 
the: > ntinto the Larder, and filled agatne 
with goawnneat,and at every meſlſeſef a — ond a 
the boozdyend laid a good pike tate. 
tot guoth hee , of thz& things chools one ; freeing 
thou buff eaten ſo much meat fo2 thine owne pleaſure, eate this 
fozmine,and ſo dzinks off all the Wine and pap nothing: o2 elie 
fake that fiaffe and haue a bout with me fo2 thy bzeakefatt, 
that gibes the lle it thzee Uenies ſcape free: Oz Lfly,fairs 
oꝛderly pull fozth your parce, + pay mee fo3 mp bictuals + At on 
will doe none of theſe th, by Peav2ns maker, wert teu a dg? 
viil(as I think iht lictts better by thy belly) 3 would bumbaſſs 
tbe kill thy bones cracke, oʒ mine axmes bę wearp. 

J will do none of them quoth Woolner, J haue paid ru twhae 
A pzomiſed, and ſo fateweil: and quoth ſh& pov all have what 
pzomiſed, and ſo fare pon well: with that che hut the Par- 
our deze, and with a cudgel began to labour him, tnſomuch that 


he cryed out and the Gentlemen hear ing, durtt in, and in a merry 
mod told her all, and pald (03 the bzeakeſaf?, and ſo made them 


friends. 


The 
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+ * - - Theeight Chapter: 
a Nobleiaah, and D 


Containinp a merry Jef}, how: ſhee met 
ſhe vſed both him and the watch. 


I chanced in an Ebening, that Meg would needs he pleas 
ſant,and ſo put ona ſuit of mans apparcli,e with her N 
t Backeir walkt the ffrests, looking bow ſbee migdt ind 
ſome means to bamerrp:the (ame night if (c fell aa, that a 
Nobleqran being adery wagg, would needs go abzoa ith ang 
wan to ſee ſathlaws4 and comming downe the Strand he ſyied 
Mcg avvſepiny fach a tall fellow ſ wing ing bp e dotuns.thorght 
to haus acof? at him, cams to bim. How now ſellow(quoth he) 
whither walke ? pquoth Meg, to . Nicholas fhembleg 
to buy calues heads. Pow mach monie, quoth the Hobleman, 
halt in thy purſe? In faith quoth Meg, little enough: wilt lend 
me any r I marry,qv.the Noble man, and putting his thumbe ta 
 Micgs montd,ſa(d,ther's a teſter. Meg with that up with her iff, 
an take him a god bex on fþe eare, aud ſapd, fhere ſir knavs, 
there is a groatagatne, mid now J owe you but two pence, 
With fbat the Nobleman dzew, aud his man tome Meg was 
tx ready as dev, n together they go, but Meg houſ'd them both 
info a Chandlers chop: ſo fhe Conſtable roſe fo part the frap : 
mad when de cams ty ans asked what bey were, be Noblemag 
told his name,wherat they all put off their Taps. And what is 
your name qd. ſhe Con table to Meg? Pine, malle Couffable, 
guoth ſhe, is Cutbert Curry-knave, Uponthis fhe Confable 
comtnanded fo lay hold upon her, ę fo carrp her to ſhe Counter. 
Meg ont with yer ſ1vozd, and ſet upon fhs watch , and kohabed 
der ſelfe very reſolntelp : but the Conffable called fam Clubs, 
e hen was Meg faine ts cry ont: Paſkers hold pour hands, J 
am Long Meg of Weſtminſter. With that fbey ail aid, ano 
me Nobleman would needs have her, ſhe Conſtable, ano all the 
rell tag Tauerne, ano fyoce ended ſhe frapin a cup of Mine. 


— — 
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CAT. IX. a 
Comeining how Meg vent a ſh o ling. and as ſhoe ei me home 
how the fought withche Thcencs a: S. 'ame3 cornce, and belpt 
Father W lis the Cartier to his hundred Markes agaiue. 


Hen Shzoue tueſday was come, ſhen Paides muS 
/ abzoad with Peng u foz Fritters ; 7 
two moze of her companſens, ans Harry the Oftlet 
| of ſhe houſe would nes to Kaights-bzidge a Shzo« 
bing, where they had god cheere, any papedfranklp ; foz Meg 
would make every man dꝛinke that Geſaw palſe hy: ano ſa ing 
that day came but once 8 yeere, ſhe Hoaght to lap it an, and (parg 
foꝛ no cot. Mell, the day fiipt «wap. and night came on bet 
bey were aware, chat ſhey papd what ſhep ought, ans fake ſheir 
teanc fo depart. 

Fother Willis fhe Carrier that bzonght Meg bp ts Londan, 
and had bene ſhereawap to take money, and bad teceiued an 
hundzed Parkes: and fo2 fye next day he. mut ant of Towne, 
be world that night nedes te TWeEminec toſce Long Meg. 
Des and his man trudge downe apase, and as they came ju 
Again Saint lames co:ner, fhere were (hep met hy two fall 

fellowes, andrifled of all (hey bad, fhelr manep taken from 
dam, ans ſhep thzowne bound in a ditch. When (ep had this 
copne, ſaif? cde one, Now let bs be gone, Nap by the Paſſe, 
guoky the ofher, we have (ped well, and (&ing wir haus (o goed 
banſell, wee ll have on fling moze whatſcencr fall aut. As thus 
fhep Tod talking, fhep (pped Long Meg, and her ta ap mens: 
vonder are fb2& wenches,quoth he will y&#ld bs ſometbing, and 
a tall ſquire that goes with ſde m lye that we be not ſpied. Ag 
Meg was comming downe, thee ſapd to che two ofher paldes, 
Come ſet ſve better fot afoze, tis late, and out Piffrefſe will 
thinke much we farryſo long. Lozd bleſfe bs and ſend vs well 
home, quoth the ofver, fo; this is a dangervas cozner, A baue 
| heard chem ſay, that Theues [ps heore and rob men as iy 

paſſe. Theaves,quoth Harry ? ſears * theenes as long as J _ 


— ASC as - . 
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m pour company, foꝛ Ale dye befoze pou take any wꝛong. 
Nith that on they went, and as they paſt by where Father 
Willis lap, he faw them ard eryed out; Alas god Gentlemen 
and Gentle women, helpc a poze man that lies bound here, 
robbed of that he hafh.And there let him lye, quoth Harry, foz 4 
warrant they are theeues, that counter fett themſelues bound, 
to haue vs tõme to em. M bat man, quotb ſhe, art atram - 
gtuę me thy Caffe ; to by the grace of God will coe ſee who 
t is: ard it they be any falfe knauss, tis Shzoue-tueſdap at 
night, ard J will giue them ribzoaft foz a farewell to fich : 
with chat ſhe toke Harries faffe, and fozward ſhe went, ary 
whenthee tame at them, Father Willi knew ber, ard cried 
out, Ah gend Meg, belpe to vnbinde mee, fog I am vndone, ard 
almoft kild, Why what art thou e J am,quoth her, Willis the 
Carrier, who bzought you vp to Lenden. Alas pos man 
quoth ſhe, and fo ſhe vnloſed him, and queſtioned with him 
how ſhe matter fell out? He told her all, that comming to ſe ber 
be was rob d. he bade him be of god cheare, amd fake no care, 
fo; fhe would do her beſt towarvs his loſſes, And as fhep were 
ing home ward, one of the theeuss with # codfwozy aw 
buckler ftept befoze,and lad, o tam. tam, quoth Meg, what 
meane pon by that» A guoth hee, Gentleman, tis hot 
weather, ans pou mukk goe lighter home by pour gownes aro 
purſes. Þou lake not with the face, quoth Meg, as though vou 
would hart women. As thus they were talking together, Har- 
ry, Fuer Willis and his man, ran away am hid themſeluss, 
ard the two wenches tov quaking foz feare, and pzeſently put 
gotbnes and thetr purſes. Diſpatch, quoth one of the 


off their gotbne 

Kw wne, a® ſo fare pou well. It all 
be dene i ane fs ſone as Meg had ffript her into her 
peſticoate 


cate, ard was light ard nimble, the ffept to her tate, 
ung ber ſelte, tat : Sirs, this ts the matter, you toke e. 


— 22 bundꝛed Parkes from u pong Carrier, now you ra 


aua am come fo cleime it. m J will baue te eueiß penny ere 
Apaſe, 03 will leaue my carkate here fo: a pant. der to 
4 I warrant ber, quoth one. of fhe Theues; a 


1 


Long Meg of Weftminfter. '9 


thercfo2e faz thy ſake take bp. po — our gowres ard pott purtes » 
and farewell, and pʒup fo; god fellowes, ' ap, pou toward 
knaues, quoth the, we muff not part fo, J Mut baue a hn ged 
Harkes out afponr fleth ; — n me this ſaire plav: 
vou ate t wo to one, lap me downe the hundzed Parkes to ore 
go wnes and our purtes, and they that wm afl weare all, J oz 
vou. Content, guoth the theues, awd becaufe thou art ſo luſty, 
when we haue well beſwiavged thee, w# turne thee into 
ſmocke, and let thee goe home naked. {Doe vom wort, 
che: nowlaſes pꝛay foz me: With that che buckled with theſe 
two ſturdy knaues, ard hart the ane ze, and beatvownethe 
other, that thep intreated her vpan their knees to ſpært tbetr ies. 
J will villaines, guoth Ge, dpen Comditfen, Any comviftor 
Miſtreſte, quoky thep, whatſoener. Parry then, quoth the, the 
TD ANI aſa; my cit 
1 t you neuer noz company anp 
woman is in. 


2 Item, that pou hart no pe man, oʒ impotent man. 
3 Item, that pon rob no child en no; turtocents. 
4 Item, that pou rob no Pack-men noz Carricrs'; fo; ante 
gods 1193 mon is none heir pwne. 
5 Irem, nv manner of difreed perſons : but of this J grank 
pou exceptions, that foz every rich Farmer ard country chuks 
that ho2d dp money, and1ets the pve ont, ſutb tpare not, dar 
let them (&ls pour lingers, 

How ſap pou, quoth the, are por! — tal cart 
ditions : — they. — — 
ſhe: but becanſe you ſhall obferne pour oath#rme aw 

wanering, ſweare on the 1 Althongh it 
grieued Gem to be thus diſgraced, pet feare made hem grau 
to an thing: and kaking ber roche, thep fepd their herds on 
tt, ard ſafd thus: 
Be 8 leefeor be we loath, 
By the zkirt of your ſmockr, we willnewerbreake our coach? 
Und that they kif ber ſmocke, anvrofe vd An M ther 


ur te wenehes ther gownes ns thoſe partes Di 
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de hund ud Par kos bp bnder her arme, bode ſhe farewell. 
- The wendefring ta hne who it was (bat had ſo tutti boo 
vw tnged ſhe, (aid : any Mitres Te; all this fozrow, lot ds have 
ſo much lauout at pour hands, as to tell peur name, She ſmiled 
and made thew fhig ts, : 

Ifany uke you, who curricd your bones? ; 

Say, Long Meg of Weſtminſtcr met with you once. 

And with chat Leo wont away; and (hey full of griefe that a 

woman had giuen (hom aſople. | 


© Cray, X. 

Containirg how Harry the Oaſtler was preſt, how he vſed the 
C an{tabie and Captaine, and how ſhe rooke pte ſſe - money to 
goc to Bulloigne. 


1 G ſheſe da{es while Meg flouriſbt, m was famous thozow 


Englauw fez her deughty dedes : chere fell out great ſtrife 
betwene the French King an» Henry ing of Englaud : 
wherenopon hee reſolved to lenie a Armp of men, wild a 
mighty Fleet to paſſe ints France e bpon which che re was a 
genetall pzeſſe thzough Ongland, awv eſpecially about London 
mw Weftminffer, becauſe ſhe King would leave ide bozders of 
bis L aw fromg. In this hui by burly it ſs fell cut, dat ſhe Con 
fable of Weftminffer pzefſed Harry fhe Offler, at was ſer⸗ 
vent with Long Meg; who being very loth to goe, deatt ſs with 
Meg. Mat he began to tntreat fye-Conftable, mus to toll dim ſtat 
ho was the np ſtay of his -pirefſes houſe : ano ff that he were 

pꝛett ſo3th, his Pillrefe were vndene. 
All this could not perftvade ſhe Conffable, dut Harry muff 
needs ge. Whereupon-Mcg (aid he harid not got. And ſo fhep 
+ grew at wozds, till Meg lent ſhe Conffable a box on fbe care. 
And wich that all che ret was on an vp3oare, that the Canffa- 
ble was beaten foz pzeſſing of a man, The Captains hearing 
this, came done himſelfe, ay akt who had Erncke (he Con; 
Rablee Parrp,quoth Meg, that haus J ; un were it notfdot J 
dus, 


- — — — —-—-— — 
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ronerence all ners, ans honour Captaines, 
if vat atter'to rrte our wie; 
— 2 — Nay, ntuet laagh, ex 


much as any of thy Trape, Wong 
ang of a Pike, 02 diſcharging of aPik ie, 
({ and ſhes \natcht a Calinet out of ents bud hat Tood by } ſ@ 
how well A can both charge aw rde 5 whish Hoe perſe2e 
ned wih ſuch nunblene ie ans actinitte, hat they all wond;ed 
at ber : 1 — — —¾ i 
but if yon wilt n&@ds haue one of enery hoaſe, gifs me , 
monep, and J fil goe dnder hy Colours. At khis all 
laoght, and ſhe Captain daes dis purſe ans gun her an Angel. 
Wherenpon accoading le pzomiſe, ſhes made pzovillien ſo; her 
paſſage, my went with him to Builoigne. 


Cnar XI. _ 
Containing how ſhe beat the French-mev from the walls of Bul- 
loigne, and behaved her felfe ſo valiantly, ttut the King gave 
ker eight Pence a day for her life. | 


of Fer fhe KI NB © had pofſey over the Dea, aw hav 
entered bp inte France with a frong Power, d& 
encamped boſazt gne, mn hen firft wenne 
= I, OY N: ſe (hat dee _ 1 

owne wholly m poſſeſſion, put d a Gerriſen 5 
Ths Dolphin of Ft ue dpen dis camt Aube with a great 
power, un lay defo;e Buſlofgne ; nw dpen woe night ta. 
k tng advantage of fye (ime, des ew ant of ſhe Sentinels, 
md came te ſhe walls, whers he was pfſconered by be Watch, 
who fraight rung alarum : but ey in the Totone wwearied 
with long waking, were in &« dead feepe, lv that ey wade 
litt e hate. Meg being then 8 Lanv2effe iu ſhe Totong, mud dp 
late at wozke,fept bp, and called bp ſhe ref of ſhe Woinen,, ana 
with Belbert in her hands, came fo fhe walls, dyen which 
lame of the French . losde, 

4 


6 
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and caufed her women ſouidiers to tha downe ffones ar 


ſcaizing water in ſuch abuudancs,. that mavgre their teeth ſhee 
them krom the wals, befoze the euldters tu the towns 
were vp in armes; and at the iſlue was one of the loʒmoſt with 

The repozt of this valiant derd being come to the eares of the 
A ing, be to ber lie time gane her eight pence a dap. 


Car. XII. 
Containing the combate ſhee bad with a French-man before the 
walls of Bull igne, and what was the iſſue of che combat. 


Hilo the Dolphins army lay in view befoze Bui- 
lofgne , there was a French-man that ſundzp 


place ap- 


with thetr Champton. Upon 

pointed betweene both aruues where fhey ſhould meef, and fight 

cams.the French-man all in a ollfty 
the Walles, With that Meg 

was rrady, and went out and met him, and without any ſalu« 

tations ſhep fell to Vlowes, where fhere was a long ard dangs« 

rous Combate : but af lait Meg onerth;ew bim, and lapd him 
done, the puld out her Spmefer and cut 
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CMA. XIII. 


Containing her comming into England, how ſhe was married, 
and how ſhe behaued her ſelfe to her husband. 


Hen the warres were ended in Frante, Meg came 
\ / home to her old place of reſfdence to Meſtminſter, 
where ſhee was married to a pꝛoper tall man, and 
a Souldfcr, who vſed her very well, and ſhee retur 
ned htm as great obcdience, couet ing any way that ſhee might 
to bꝛerd his content: which hee pertetuing, loued her paſſing 
well; pet fo; that he had heard ſundzy of her exptotts that ſhe 
had done, and how mankind ſhe was, on a time he ſought to pick 
a quarreil and fall out with her, and calling her aſſde vnto a 
backe chamber, ſtript her into her pettit oate, ard there deliuered 
her one ffaffe, and toke himſelfe another, and told her, that foz 
that hee had heard ſhee was ſo mankind as fo beat ali hee met 
withall, he would try her manhood, ard therefoze bade her take 
which cudgell ſhe would. be reylied nothing, bat held downe 
her head. And with that hee layd her on th2& oz foure blowes. 
And ſhee in ail ſubmiſſion fell downe vpon her kners, deſtr ing 
dim to hold his hands and to pardon her. Mhy, quoth he, why 
fake pon not the ſticke and ſtrike e us band, quothj he, whatſoe» 
ner J haue done fo others, it behoueth me to bee obedient to⸗ 
wards pou; and neuer ſhall it be ſamd, though 3 can fwindge x 
Kyaue that wzongs me, that Long Meg hall be her Husbands 
mafer : amd therefoze vſs ms as pou pleaſe. At theſe wo2vs they 
grew friends, and neuer after tell they at ſuch moztall tarre. 


CHAP. XIV. | 
Containing a pleaſant ieſt, how ſhe vſed the angry Miller of Ep- 
ping in Eſſex. 


E G going one dap with ſindzp of her ueighbours fo 
make merry in © fer all a fwt, betauſe the weather 
was cole, and if was @ great Froff, and none with 
them but a poung ſkripling of (ome ſonvetecene * 
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old, fo2 ſbeit husb mos about buſtneſſe wers gone moſhe t bay: 
it chanced that they went by Epping Pill, where che Mlller 
was lo king ont, foz the wind blew faire, and the Safles went 
merrily. The little boy, that was a wag, tho:1ght to be merry 
with the Miller, and fherefoze called to him, Miller vut out, put 
ont Piller. What ſhall J put aut boy, gaoth ye Pt.ler e Par- 
rp, qaoth the bop, a th@nes head, and a theenes patre ofeares, 
put out Miller, put ont. At this the Miller in great rage came 
running downe and beat the bop. M g ſtept to bim and would 
bane ſtaped his hand; and the Þ6.ler len! her tte 02 fours 
goed bangs over the ſhovider. M e ſelt it ſu art nd ches got 
within the Piller, wzong !be ſcicke cut oihhis hand, and beſwins 
ged him wel: and when dhe had dont ſen! the bop vy foz memptp 
facke, and pat the Millet in ail but the head, and then tri g him 
in the rope where wich they yuld bp fackes, hae . im halfe wap, 
aud (here let him hang. Where the poꝛe Piller cried ovt fo; 
helpe, and if bis wife had not beene comming. bt : ſeite had bern 
almoſt kil'd, amd the ill fo2 want of cozne ſet on ce. Thug 


Meg plagued the (awcie Piller of Epping. 


CAT. XV. 
Containing the mad pranke ſh:e played with aa W. ter man of 
Lambeth. 


Ong Meg on a time had occaflon fo crofſe the water 
with a Þca ler frou Meſtminſter: when he was lm⸗ 
ded, frankly ſhe dze v het pucſe and gave him a groat : 
as ſhe was going bp the ait es ( foz all ſhe had dealt ſo 
liberalip with him) be began to hum: which ſhe hearing, came 
backe againe, and queſtioned which of them all be had behaved 
ber ſelfeſoill vnto, as to de exue a hum at fhefr hands: Cnery 
man ercuſed himſelfe, and leemed verp ſozrp ; fo2 ſhe was well 
be!oned of ail he Matermen: but at laft ene ſaid dat, it was 
he that bzought her ouer. Then Gentlemen. quoth the, give me 
lean fo revenge mp owne w2ong. Doe what pon will, quoth 


wey . Then ſhe Tept lreight te him thaf bzaonght her oner, Arr 


+. _ 
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with a Bretcher beat him while be was not able to ſitrre him: 
after by ſhe middle Ce tyed him fo fbe Rerne of the Boat with 
a great rope, aid then tking the ſculls her ſelfe, rowed him 
cner at ſhe boats arſe, and ſo croſt the wafcr once oz twice - 
aud when ſhe had well waſht bim, wwe landed him at Meſtmin⸗ 
ſer, and bade hi remember how he miſuſed any honeff face, my 
taking a pæte of chalke, wzote on the wall bardby the Faires: 

Ifany man aske who brought this to paſſo, 
Say it was done by a Lancaſhite Laſſe, 


| Cuar, XVI. 
Coataining how ſho kept a hoaſe ar Iſlington, ard what {we 
=_ had there tobe obſet ued. 


Fter her marriage thee kept a honſe ot her owne, aw 
lodging and vic uals le Gentlemen and Peomen, (ſuch 
ans ſo god, as fhere was none better in all 3flington, 
foz here tben shi dwelkt. Row ſo; that oftentimes 
kdere reſozted Gentlewomen thikher, anddiners baue Courti⸗ 
ers and other men of meaner degree, her honſe was ſpoken ot: 
in on a time the ConTable came to ſearch, aus would not b& 
anſwered what guefts ſhe had, butn&ds would br an epe-wit- 
nee. Whcreypon Meg in a great choller art bp in her (owcks, 
my faking a ſtrong cudgellin ber hand, opened the doze fo; the 
Conſtable, Come in, maſſe Conffable, quoſh He, and let me ſeæ 
pour warrant, what ſuſpected perſons yon ſ@&ke fe; in my houſe, 
takch&d pay got not an inch beyond pour text, foz if pon doe, 
were pong Walle woa „, ems WEI ue twindge vd 


e was belwindged fnce Jflingtou lad ; ans 
when yon haue done, pou carry none out of my houſe to night, 
fo2 J will be anſwerabls foz all dat are reffdent in my hanſe. 
Whereupon maſter Confable ſ&ing che frownes of Megs face, 
and the fearefol 3Baſlinads, told her quietly, he would take her 
wozd, and (o departed. Meg becauſe fhee would haue a fricke 


bone all others in her houſe, as 8 he ſurpaſſed all — 
| bir: 


28 The life and pranks of 


vic ualerx t in erteſſe of company: ſozʒ he reſuſed none of what 
rſtate cz condition loeuer; ſo ſhe hanged bp this Mable tn her 
deals, wherein were contained fheſe pzinciples : | 

1 Imprimis, That what Gentleman oz Yeoman came into 
Por houe, awd had any charge avout him, aud made it pꝛiup to 
yer oz any of her hauie, if he loſt it Ly any default, ſhe wonld 
'£pap it him exe he paſt: bul it hee did nol reueale it, and after 
did he was rob'd, he ſhould haue ten Baſtinadoes with a cndgel, 
and be tut ned out of dozes. 

2 Item, Whoſgever came in and cald foz meat, ind had no 
money to pap, chonld daue a god bor on che eare, ond a croſſe 
ma de bpon dis backe, that he ſhovld neuer be ſuffered to dztnke 
moze in fe Houle. 

3 Item, That if anp god fellow come in and bewatled his 
caſe, that hee was hungry and wanted money, he ſhould haue 
His bellp full of meat on fr coſt, md money in his parſe, ac- 
coʒding to his calling. | 

4 Item, That if wp Raffler came in, and made an Alehouſe - 
b2atwle,and when he had done, would not mankullp goe info fhe 
geld and fight a bout oz two with Long Meg, fye Paldes of ſpe 
houſe ſhould date beat him, and ſo thzuſt him ont of dazes. 

Zhcſe and many ſuch pzinciples had he ſet vp in her honſe, 
tat made her houſe quiet. 


CAT. XVII. 
Containing he w/ ſhe vſed Iamcs Dickins, that was called huf- 
fing Dicke. 


ce it chanced fhac cg Wap wwnik og þ 
0 goe to dimer with tertaine of her A 3 


Bell in Alderſgate ſtr iet, amen ſt the which was Sic 
lames Withrington, an add acquaintante of hers: d 
in the mcane time while ſhe was making her lelfe ready, came 
in this buffing Dicke, that had made a bolv to querrell with 
Aeng Meg, and cal d foz Ale. The Wench bzonght him a 2 
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And he ffraight in a bzauery ſwoze gogs wounds whoze, w at 
a pot is this chat thou gineſt me? and thzewit azainft the wail, 
{he wench began to ſcold with him foz bzeaking her pot. And 
hee bp with bis (wozd, ſcabberd am all, and beute her fo, bat 
che gir le cryed out. And ſhe being above, and hearing frat noiſe, 
came running downe, and as kt what is che matter e The pe 
wench cryed, un told her all. Sir. quoſp Ge, berp mildely, 
what is che reaſon you bzeake my pots, and then beat my ſer: 
aauts? Mhp, quoth Dicke, if ſdou mifliteft it mend it it thou 
canff., Parry, quofh ſhe, A will; and with chat reatcht downs 
a Pike flaffe, ans hade him follow. Out went ſwearing Dicke, 
all in his huffes with Meg into a Cloſe hard by; awd together 
fpeygoe: whereMcg lo beat him, that the had almo kil's h. 
Oh hold chy hands, quoth het, aud ſpars mpilfe. Then the D2- 
uill take me, quoſh ſhe& : foz the Bing hid granted me a pardon 
fo2 one man; aud hang me it it be not don, bnleſſe fhon wilt 
grant me one condition, and that ts this: Then halt put my 
Paldes Petticates on, and follow me fo day to dinner with a 
Swozd any a Buckler ; and J will be dzeff in mans appare”, 
Ratyer kill me, quofh fve feliow, Parry content, quoth Meg, 
und began tolapſozer bats bponhim. 

Alas, quoth he, held peur hands, and J will doe whatſos- 
ner pon will haue me, Upon this the le: him goe, aud carried 
him home with her, and dzeff him full wommlike. Mell boy 
died he was, but hee had a long beard, toconer which, on his 
knes he craned he mighthane a mnffler to haddow it; at laſt 
the granted it: aud hauing d Hes teile in mans atrire, foke 
a Foꝛrett ui on yernecke, and fozward hey vent dotwne fo 
Smithftelo. Cuerp one that ſaw the wench carry fhe Swozd 
and buckler, laught, that a multitude of people, of men, women, 
and boyes followed. When ſdey were right againff the Buls- 
head at fhe Barres, a crne of caſters that knew long Meg, 
wet her, and askt her how ſho did, ano what quarrell G& had 
in hand, wat her ſelfe woze a Foareft bill, aus her Patdaſwozy 
md huckler? Faifh, quoth Meg, a little bzople, and wy Boy 
was not at home, and fa A TR Pavd, and hee _—_ 

8 2 mu 
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mut weare a muffler : and wifh that G& pul'd the tlout from 
dis face, and his blacke beard was ſ>ne., All the erne ſtraight 
knew him, and began fo fall into a great laughter, demanding 
the reaſon of this Franne chance. Meg fold them all what had 
bapned: whereupon Dicke would not follow any fur ſher. Bp 
usgs bloud kna ve, quoſh ſhe, goe to dinner with mee, 02 J will 
ant off pleas with my Fozreſk bill. So paze Dicke was fain 
to trudge; and in ſhe came and ſhewed Str Iames Witbrington 
What a pzoper Page h& dad got. Vee aud fhereff of the gueſts 
taught heartily at the matter; and full mannerly did he waile 
vpon her trencher all dinner time: and when dinner was done, 
Wer called him to her, and ſald: Hob ſirrah A diſcharge you my 
ieruice, and taſbiere pon foz a bzawitng Anabe; pet fo: that 
pou ſhall not ſap youſerbedan il Piſtrefſe, hold, there is fozty 
thiilings foz thy labour to buy th anew ſuit ofapparell. Dicke 
tak the meny,and foz verp hanre went ont of London, and was 


neue r ſer. lolthin the City affer. 
CHAT. XVIII. 


Containing how ſhe was ſicke, and viſited by a Friet, who er. 
ioyned her pennance; 80d what abſolution the gaue him aſtex 


for his paines. 


N Qucne Maries dapes, when Friers mio Sonks began 
againe to ſhew themſelves, it chanced Meg ſell icke of a 
gricuous uckeneue, ao ſath grofle bodies are commonly pins 
ched withſozeff paines, when they ones fall into anp inflc- 
mi tp. The diſeaſe haning moze matter fo wozke bpen in af 
dody than a leane : an infance of this pzinciple was Meg, fe 
che lay ſo moztally ſicke, that the Phpllcians gaue her ouer : 
pet at lat her Criticall day tame, her c in ttialt of her health 

Mould bee had to ſ@ whether Mature oz diſeaſe were trengetk. 


Nature hed the ſupzemacp, an» Meg began to amend, inſamuch 


that the could ſit vpꝛight in her bed. On a dap when ſhee was 
grobne moze ſtrong, u chanced that Ftiat Oliner who was 
N one 
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one of the mozrow Pale P3ieffs, called fo tremembzante thar 
Meg was ficke : whereapon taking his oztuce by bis fide, he 
thonaht to fetch ſome ſpending monep from her, and walkt te 
her houſe, where hee came very grauelp; and at that infant 
were diners of her neighbours come to ſ> how ſbe did. As they 
were talking, wozd was bzought to Meg that Frier Oliuer 
was thers with his Poztace and hts hokp mater. What, gnof!, 
Hee,after meat muſtard; tis no matter, bid him come in; and 
with that Frier Oliver comes in with Deus hic, and ( alutes bei 
and all the reſt of the Miues, ſaying, he was verpſo2rp to (& 
Meg ficke; but, quoth he, lis the Uifttatien of fbe L02d fo2 the 
great fnnes vou haue committed: foz Meg, quotb he, you haue 
bene counted a lewd woman, a ſwearer,a Nufdet, a fighter, and 
a bzalwler, as pou may lee here tn pour Cha uber the agnes; am 
with that he pointed to the ©wozds and Bucklers, Pike · ſtaue c 
and Halberts that hung there; theſe, quotdhe, ars tokens of 
pour illlite, and how in peur ficknefe you haue not repented vou 
of pour fozmer ill life. Man ſuch hard wozds did Frier Oli- 
ner give her, and told her that ſoz her offences the muſt take the 
pennance of the Church, ofyerwiſe,quoth hee, J muſt complaino 
to ſbe Ozdinarp, ans ſo to ſhe Biſhop, vnd compeli you to it 
by iniunct ion. 

Meg, who fretted at this ſawocineſſe of the Frler, becsuſe her 
neighbours were there, fozbare him, and dem amed what her 
pennance might be « Parrp, quoth Frier Oliver, becauſe pou 
have beene a publike offender yan muff haue publi le pennance ; 
and fherefoze J doe eniopne pan that — bpon the reco- 
— of pour health, the thenex ent ume Paz Maſſe pon come into 


. Lyn. yy eric BRACE pit, av ene fo 


the people the bilenelſe af your life ; and ſo Gali pon ſben and 

parte befoze the at iſh agke God andthe wozld fazgineneſſe. 
At fbis the very fire lecmed to (parkle in Megs epts fo2 an- 

ger, but ſhie contealed it with patience, and intreated — 
Oliuca to de good bnfo her and enioyne her ſomes ofher prniſh- ' 
ment. The god Wines intfceated fo; her, but all ia vaine : fo; 
Fries Oliver (woze eicher the * abide that pennance, - 
W 3 le 
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clſe he would complitne to Bilhop Bonner. 

Ah, quoth eg. neuer knew J Frier but he was a gad fel- 
low; is there not abut cf deſcant left ſoz me: | 
Faith no, gus!b hee, bnlefſe fhon beſtow fling pound foz fins 
ſolemne Paſſes. Parry Frter, quoth Meg, ano fyat (halt (you 
haue ftrataht, rather (av J will abide (och publike (ame 2: 
with that chee cai'd her Maid, and bade her fetchtwenty En⸗ 
gliſh Crownes, which ſhe gave to the Ftior, whoſe heart leapt 
at fye (gbt of tbe gold: har ſone peckeſted it vp, am ſaid, that 
he would ſay ffue Palles himſelfe foz her ſoules health. And bp: 
on Chis Meg and fhe Frier wers agreed. Well, all ſæmed to 
tos beſt, aus the company began to be merry. Frier Oliuer hee 
was bli ſbe and gameſome with fhe young Wines, and ſhewed 
fruits of his life in his aut ward actions: fo2 a moze bamdy 
Frier fhere was not in Cuglano, and bat knew Meg well e⸗ 
nough: but letting that paſſe, fþe wines ſaid (hat ſhey maT b& 
gone, fo; ſhe it houre was come. 

Ky, whit der goe pon, quoth Meg? To a Churching at 
Cielſey, quoth fhev. Marrp and J will be pour man thiſyer, 
quoth tier Oliuer. The wines were glad of ſhe Friers compa« 
ny, and ſo fhep toke ſhe ir leaues, and left Meg paſſing melau⸗ 
cholp at the knauerv ofthe Frier. Mell, reuenge bꝛoyled 
m her bzeft, mſomuch bat the ſtart by( icke as be was ) an d;eff 
ber ſelle in maus apparell, ans tn ſhe afternane haumg a god 
bat in ber ham, wa'ked eaſtly into Cut tleũelds to watch the 
comming home of the Frier: where ſhe had not walked long, 


but che eſpied where (he Goſſips came. mand onelp with the 


tier. And M= oof moan en mayett and af her 
e--1umte, greeted the Frier, anuTaid ; O 21 1 — 


{rom Cod, not onelp to fell bee of fpp ſinnes, but toeniopne 
wee pernance fo2 the lame. Firſt, as concerning thy offences, 
"oa lineft not as holy men of fye Church (hould : foz fhon art 
a who:emaſter, frequentmg fye company of light and laſciui: 
ous women, ginen to conetonſnefle, awd ſitting all day bibbing 
et me Ale-horſe, when thou ſhouldeft bee atfby bake, wifh a 


y dat aud moze ofher offences, which J cannot rehearſe; ſhere- 
oe 
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foze hath ſde Lozd ſent tee fby choice, whefyer thou wilt (con 
this place be whiptnaked to fhe P3iozp in Weftminſter, oz 
elſe pap twenty Nobles fo (he poꝛe mens box; one of theſe 
reſolve bpon; fo; Frier, one then muſt doe, and Halt doe be- 
foze thouſtirre. At this Frier Oliver was amazed, and could 
not tell how he Could like this ſadden greting, but ſaid, Who 
o2 what art thon ? Yo man, Frier ( quoth Meg ) but a ſpirit, 
ſent from Gad to to2ment hee. At this fhe Wives were all a⸗ 
fraid : and the Frierſapd, In nomine leſas ansid Satan, and 
would haue runne his way. In nomine Teſus ſtand Frier, queth 
Meg, and with that ſhe reacht him ſuch a rap, that we Krier 
thought his backe had bene bzoken : Sirrab, guoth ſtes, bil- 
patch, either chuſe to be whipt from hence to (hea Doctoz, oꝛ elſe 
pay downe twenty Nobles. Alas, quoth che Frier, Jhanz nat 
twenty Nobles, but here is ten Angels in gold, and foaretang 
ſbillings in white money, take that foz a ſatisfaction of mine 
offences, eine it ſoʒ my ſinnas to the poꝛe. | 

Gtue it me,quoth Meg. As ſone as the fingred fhe money, ſhe 
fold him, that ler ing he wanted ſomes odde money, that his bedp 
ſhonld pay it: and with that ſhe light vpon the Friers pilch, 
ant beat himſoſoze, that he trulled better to his ft than his 
hands, and ſo ran awap. 

The paze Women che Were ſoze agaſl, but Meg ſtraight 
diſconered her ſelfe. When ſdep ſaw ber fate, ano knew all, 
Weir feare was turned to laughter; aa away ſhey went to ſhe 
Tauerne, and ſpent che Friers fouret@ne ſhillings in god 
chere. The newes of this (as Momen are god VDecretaries ) 

came to ſhe cares of all the Friers in Meſtainſter, how 


Oliuer was ſerued, which was ſuch a diſgrace 
Friar bun, CAL u 10g wile ier be — — 
med to hes his face in 
che Kreetes. 
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